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Building a Resilient Nation
- The Singapore Experience -

The story of Singapore is a unique one. Having been thrust into
nationhood with only a small population and without an economic
hinterland, Singapore was compelled to come up with its own solutions to
ensure that the welfare of'its citizens continued to prosper. Singapore’s
subsequent developmental trajectory was also due in large part to the
indomitable spirit of its founding leaders who laid the institutional
foundations that prevail until today.

While the Singapore story is multi-faceted, there is one theme that runs
through it—the quest for a resilient nation. The ability and willingness of
Singapore’s founding leaders and its citizens to face up to its challenges and
to focus on developing pragmatic responses was essential towards building
that resilience.

In this speech, Dr Tan will talk about how Singapore was able to build
resilience across both the economic and social spheres. There is no easy
solution to building resilience. Ultimately, confronting reality, persisting
with managing difficult issues, never giving up, being willing to experiment
and being inclusive are fundamental aspects of the path towards achieving
resilience.
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